
 

 

 

The Share Foundation Fundraising Briefing prepared for Kent County Council 

Introduction to The Share Foundation Junior ISA scheme 
The Share Foundation seeks to reduce the generational cycle of deprivation affecting the poorest 
children and young people in the UK by encouraging highly targeted wealth distribution. We 
support looked after children and young people in care, who have little prospect of financial 
resources, with particular focus on those young people leaving the care system. 
The Share Foundation’s Junior ISA scheme was launched in November 2012 and has achieved 100 
per cent implementation across English, Welsh and Northern Irish local authorities. There are 5 
Scottish local authorities yet to sign up but we continue to chase them!  To date, 61,156 children 
and young people have benefitted from the scheme. 
The Government provides an initial £200 to open each account; those eligible have been in care 
continuously for over one year and do not have a Child Trust Fund. The Share Foundation oversees 
the accounts, provides financial education materials and raises additional voluntary contributions 
to boost account values, in order to give young people in care a better start to adult life.  
A key purpose of the scheme is to provide guidance and familiarity to improve financial capability. 
It's the experience of handling real money which is particularly helpful in building financial 
capability, and various features are built into the scheme to support this.  
Every penny we raise goes directly into the Junior ISA accounts of young people as all our 
administration and fundraising costs are covered elsewhere. 
 
Fundraising Priorities 

In addition to the £12,231,200 received from the Department for Education, we have raised an 
additional £781,339 to add to the Junior ISAs of those specified children and young people. 
In terms of fundraising priorities, we focus on the 15-17 year olds, who are about the leave care. 
Their Junior ISA investment hasn’t had the time to grow so we have developed a number of 
initiatives to increase their engagement with the scheme. 
 
 
 



 
We run a competition each month for 15-17 year olds called ‘£1,000 at 18’: the winner, who puts 
forward the best plans for use of the money, gets a £1,000 contribution to their Junior ISA. The 
prizes for the competition have been donated by a philanthropist, who supports our work. The 
purpose of the competition is to get young people thinking about their future and how to make 
the best use of the resources which we're able to make available for them and also to 
demonstrate that the money will be put to good use.  
We have contacted all 15-17 year old, sending leaflets to them via their local authorities. A total of 
17,500 leaflets were sent out for qualifying children, with to date over half having been returned. 
We are also launching a local initiative, the “Stepladder of Achievement” project. All registered 15-
17 year olds would be invited to join the scheme and would receive a defined sum (initially £150) 
when they have reached a level in respect of each of a series of achievements. The stepladder 
would be Literacy, Numeracy, Financial Capability and Mentoring. 
This scheme is currently in its planning stages but we envisage working with local authorities, 
virtual head teachers, other local agencies such as The Prince’s Trust and local businesses. 
 
How you can help. 

The Share Foundation is a national charity but we have a specific local focus. 
Where we have been successful locally is where we have a close working relationship with key 
people within the local authority, who would be able and willing to help us raise awareness of the 
project and also provide us with local knowledge. 
For example, these are a few ideas of how you can help (not an exhaustive list so please feel free 
to add any other ideas) 

• Identify key businesses, community organisations, Trusts/Foundations and individuals who 
are active in the local community. It is really helpful if we could have a name to contact and 
an introduction. Do any of the members belong to any groups or organisations who may 
want to fund local young people? 

• Help us raise awareness. Would there be anyone who could put The Share Foundation 
forward as a charity of the month or talk about the project to local organisations. (We 
would provide materials etc) 

• Get a group of volunteers together so we can arrange a street collection etc 
• Encourage young people to get involved with the project and, if appropriate, see if it is 

possible to link them to a particular funder. 
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